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Background

The Kenya Foreign Policy Research and Dialogue Initiative is a strategic endeavor designed
to facilitate informed discussions and evidence-based research on Kenya's foreign policy priorities.
This year-long initiative focuses on three thematic areas: Geopolitics, Geoeconomics, and
Geosecurity, featuring quarterly events that delve into each theme, culminating in a flagship Annual
Foreign Policy Convening in the final quarter that brings together key stakeholders. By conducting
rigorous research and facilitating stakeholder dialogues, this initiative will engage policymakers and
experts to address pressing issues such as international security, economic diplomacy, and bilateral
relations amongst others. Key activities will include workshops, roundtable discussions, and the
publication of research findings. The Initiative is organized by the International Relations Society of
Kenya (IRSK) in partnership with Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) Kenya Office.

Introduction

The 2025 Nairobi Geosecurity Forum is the second thematic event of the Kenya Foreign Policy
Research and Dialogue Initiative. This half-day workshop, which is scheduled for Thursday, 24th
July 2025, aims to facilitate informed discussions on the evolving geosecurity landscape and its
implications for Kenya’s foreign policy. The workshop will explore critical issues such as evolving
conflict dynamics, national security threats, and worsening regional instability amid a volatile global
environment. Participants, who include policymakers, diplomats, scholars, think tanks and media
representatives, will explore how Kenya’s security establishment can navigate the complex
geosecurity challenges to safeguard national security and enhance stability.



Objectives

This workshop aims to lay a foundation for ongoing dialogue and research in the field of geosecurity
as it relates to Kenya's foreign policy. The specific objectives include:

e Understand how geosecurity is reshaping power dynamics, security frameworks, and
international cooperation relevant to Kenya’s strategic interests.

e ldentify key geosecurity challenges and opportunities shaping Kenya’s national and regional
security environment.

e Develop actionable policy recommendations and strategic measures to strengthen Kenya’s
national security and resilience.

e Build partnerships and collaborative networks to collectively address security challenges
effectively.

Expected Outcomes

The expected outcomes of the 2025 Nairobi Geosecurity Forum include:
e A deeper understanding of the geosecurity dynamics and their implications for Kenya.
e A set of actionable recommendations for Kenyan policymakers and stakeholders.
e Strengthened networks and partnerships for future collaboration.
e A policy brief summarizing key insights and recommendations.

Target Participants

The 2025 Nairobi Geosecurity Forum will bring together about 30 key stakeholders. They include:
e Policymakers
e Security Experts
e Diplomats

e Scholars

e Think Tanks

e Media
Venue

The 2025 Nairobi Geosecurity Forum will take place at the University of Nairobi Main Campus.

Time
The 2025 Nairobi Geopolitics Forum will run from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM.
Contact Persons

IRSK: Dr. Peter Mwencha | programs@irskenya.or.ke | 0724 731 740

KAS: Mr. Victor Oteku | Victor.Oteku@kas.de | 0701 634 215



Tentative Program

TIME

ACTIVITIES

8:00 - 8:30

Arrival, Registration and Breakfast

8:30 - 9:15

Opening Session
Welcoming Remarks - IRSK
Opening Remarks - KAS
Keynote Address — Chief Guest

9:15 - 9:35

Research Presentation
The Evolving Geosecurity Landscape and its Implications for Kenya

9:35 - 9:45

Discussant Response
The Evolving Geosecurity Landscape and its Implications for Kenya

9:45 - 10:00

Poll

10:00 - 10:20

Open Plenary
Comments, Questions & Feedback

10:20 - 10:30

Photo Session

10:30 - 11:00

Health Break

11:00 - 12:00

Expert Roundtable Discussion
Preparing for Tomorrow’s Security Challenges: Developing A Fit-for-Purpose
National Security Framework

12:00 - 12:10

Summary and Key Takeaways

12:10 - 12:20

Vote of Thanks

12:20 - 12:30

Closing Remarks

12:30 Onwards

Networking Lunch and Departure




Organizing Partners

International Relations Society of Kenya (IRSK)

IRSK is the premier professional body for the international affairs and diplomacy fields in Kenya. The Society
serves as a policy-neutral forum for thought leadership, networking, and collaboration among those involved
in the study, teaching, and practice of international relations and diplomacy in the country. Through policy
research, dialogue, and advocacy, IRSK works to raise awareness, promote informed decision-making and
catalyze action on pressing international and diplomatic issues at national, regional, and global levels.

The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS)

KAS is a German political foundation, present in over 100 countries around the globe, and has been active in
Kenya since 1973. The KAS cooperates with governmental institutions, political parties, civil society
organizations, and academia, building strong partnerships along the way. The Foundation seeks to intensify
political cooperation at the national and international levels through the promotion of productive diplomatic
engagements and shared democratic values.

The University of Nairobi (UoN)

The University of Nairobi (UoN), established in 1956, is Kenya’s premier public university and a leading
institution in Africa. UoN offers over 300 diverse academic programs across seven campuses in Nairobi. It is
renowned for its cutting-edge research in fields like business, diplomacy, environmental science, public health,
and agriculture. With strong partnerships involving more than 60 international universities, UoN plays a
pivotal role in driving innovation, education, and socio-economic development in Kenya and the wider region.



