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INTRODUCTION

The International Relations Society of Kenya (IRSK) in partnership with the Common Market for
Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), and the African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of
Disputes (ACCORD) are jointly organizing the Inaugural 2023 Annual IRSK Conference. This
pioneering event seeks to bridge theory and practice in international relations and diplomacy by
bringing together a variety of state and non-state actors to engage, deliberate, and offer perspectives
on the various crises, challenges and geopolitical dynamics currently playing out in the COMESA
region. Approximately 100 participants are expected to attend the conference, including key
government officials, parliamentarians, diplomats, scholars, policymakers, business leaders, media, and
civil society representatives amongst others. Wide geographic representation and the participation of
women will be encouraged at the conference which will be held in Nairobi, Kenya from October 25
to October 27, 2023.

The theme for this 3-day conference is 'International Relations and Diplomacy in an Era of
Polycrisis and Geo-Strategic Competition in the COMESA Region." This theme
encapsulates the pressing contemporary issues that demand our collective attention and serves as a
clarion call for actors in the international relations and diplomacy field to convene and dissect the
nuances of polycrisis — the confluence of simultaneous crises — pervading the COMESA region. This
is happening against the backdrop of geo-strategic competition within the COMESA region, where
international actors are vying for influence and resources. The combined impact of the two
phenomena is causing unpredictable shocks and has far-reaching implications on the future growth
and development for countries within the sub-region.

The conference promises a dynamic blend of elements, ensuring a rich and immersive experience for
all participants. Participants can expect captivating keynote addresses, engaging roundtable
discussions, and workshops aimed at propelling these vital discussions, paving the way for informed
action as well as impactful solutions. Beyond the intellectual discourse, the agenda also encompasses
vibrant social events, networking sessions and cultural activities. The fusion of these components
creates an inclusive platform that aims to nurture knowledge, dialogue and collaboration amongst
participants, making the conference an exceptional and memorable event.



CONFERENCE OBIJECTIVES

e Knowledge exchange and research dissemination.
e Policy dialogue and intellectual discourse.

e Professional development and skill enhancement.
e Networking and collaborative engagement.

THE OPPORTUNITY

The dialogue, discussions, and debates that will take place at the Inaugural 2023 Annual IRSK Conference
will foster a reservoir of insights that will help to illuminate pathways to sustainable resolutions of the
intricate and multifaceted challenges facing the COMESA region in addition to the opportunities
embedded therein. This conference therefore serves as a unique platform for sharing ideas, perspectives
and experiences, forming partnerships, as well as exploring innovative approaches and strategies to
address these intersecting issues. By so doing, the conference provides the opportunity to advance
pragmatic solutions that could recast the trajectory of international relations and diplomacy in the
COMESA region and beyond.

THEMATIC OVERVIEW

For decades, the COMESA region continues to experience a myriad of crises and challenges that have
far-reaching implications on the growth and development of the sub-region. The simultaneous
occurrence of several catastrophic and disastrous events relates to among others conflicts, natural and
man-made disasters, economic meltdowns, environment, migrations, globalization, and humanitarian
emergencies. In addition, extra-regional interests (geo-strategic) and competition continue to
contribute significantly (either negative or positive) to the nature of the political, economic, and security
architecture in the region. A combination of these factors has led to the development of fluid inter-
state and diplomatic relations among and between the regional states with far-reaching consequences
on the present and future of peace, security, regional integration and development in the sub-region.

A plethora of theoretical, conceptual and practical perspectives underlie the implications of the different
developments on international and diplomatic relations within COMESA. The nature and form of inter-
state and diplomatic relations has implications on the peace, security, stability and development of the
region. It is therefore important to critically analyse and succinctly capture the implications of the
complexity brought about by these factors influencing interstate and diplomatic relations in the
subregion. The central theoretical assumption guiding the conference theme is that through a
combination of a variety of theories, frameworks and methodological instruments, we would be able to
understand, explain and analyse the causes and consequences of the complex relations that exist among
and between states and non-state actors in the COMESA region. It means eclectic and multidisciplinary
approaches are important to analyse these factors and their implications for regional peace, security,
stability, integration and development.

In addition, plausible policy suggestions will be made on how to promote peace, security, stability,
integration and development in the sub-region. Effective and sustainable solutions to these crises and
challenges require a deep understanding of the issues, approaches, mechanisms, and methodologies.

DATE AND VENUE

Date: 25th October — 27th October
Venue: Trademark Hote, Nairobi, Kenya



CONFERENCE THEMES

The conference will be organized around two distinct tracks with various thematic areas. For each
theme, there will be keynote presentations, voluntary papers highlighting specific issues, including case
studies, and facilitated discussions.

Theme 1: International Relations Theme 2: Diplomacy

i. Foreign Policy and Statecraft i. Economic Diplomacy

ii. Peace and Security ii. Diaspora Diplomacy

iii. International Law iii. Cultural Diplomacy

iv. International Political Economy iv. Environmental Diplomacy

In line with the thematic areas indicated above, the conference will critically interrogate theoretical,
conceptual and methodological approaches as well as instruments adopted to deal with the intricate
and multifaceted challenges that define the region. These are to be embedded in elaborate, innovative
and empirical examination in order to spur both academic and policy discourse. The conference will
emphasize broad-based interdisciplinary approaches that support access to resources, participatory
decision-making and equity.

OUTCOMES OF THE CONFERENCE

The expected outcomes are as follows:

i. Enhanced Professional Networks and Connections
ii. Innovative Solutions to Regional Challenges
iii. Impactful Research Dissemination
iv. Expanded Knowledge and Insights in IR and Diplomacy
v. Experiential Learning

vi. Informed Policy Formulation
vii. Deeper Understanding of Regional Dynamics
viii. Research Advancement

The launch of the ACCORD publication during the conference, media work and other outreach
activities will raise the international visibility of the conference and will contribute to increased
awareness of the objectives of the conference.

REGISTRATION FEES

The conference registration fees are as follows:

International Participants usD 100
Non-Members KES 10,000
IRSK Members KES 8,000

Students KES 4,000
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International Relations Society of Kenya (IRSK)

IRSK is the professional body for the international affairs and diplomacy
fields in Kenya. The Society serves as a forum for the exchange of ideas,
networking, and programmatic initiatives among those involved in the
study, teaching, and practice of international relations and diplomacy.
IRSK works to promote policy dialogues on international affairs and
diplomacy between various parties, carry out pertinent and substantial
research, and engage in conversation and collaboration with various
actors at national, regional, and international levels.

www.irskenya.or.ke

The Common Market for Eastern and Southern
Africa (COMESA)

COMESA was established in 1994 to replace the former Preferential
Trade Area (PTA). It is the largest Regional Economic Community with
a total of 21 Member States. COMESA’s main focus is to promote
economic prosperity through regional integration. Its objective also
includes the promotion of peace and security in the region as espoused
in Article 3(d) of the COMESA Treaty. The program on peace and
security specifically focuses on governance, conflict prevention, conflict
management and post-conflict reconstruction.

www.comesa.int

African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of
Disputes (ACCORD)

ACCORD is a civil society organisation working throughout Africa since
1992, to bring creative African solutions to the challenges posed by
conflict on the continent. VWe impact political developments by bringing
conflict resolution, dialogue, and development to the forefront as an
alternative to protracted conflict. As part of its strategic objectives,
ACCORD aims to generate, document, and share knowledge that
positively impacts conflict prevention, management, resolution and
transformation.

www.accord.org.za



