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DAY 1

WEDNESDAY 25TH OCT, 2023
SESSION ONE

08:00 - 09:00 Arrival and Registration

09:00 - 10:00 Opening Plenary Session

Moderator

Program Director - Dr. Julian Rowa (Ph.D.), Head of Programs, IRSK

Speakers:

* Mr. Leonard Wanyama, CEO, International Relations Society of
Kenya (IRSK)

* Dr. Kizito Sabala (Ph.D.), Chair, 2023 IRSK Annual Conference

* Ms. Elizabeth Mutunga, Head, Governance, Peace & Security,
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)

* Dr. Vasu Gounden (Ph.D.), Executive Director, African Centre for
the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD)

* Amb. Anthony Okara, Ambassador, African Leaders Malaria
Alliance (ALMA)

* Amb. Erastus Mwencha, Chairman, Africa Capacity Building
Foundation, (ACBF)

* Hon. Nelson Koech, Chairman, Defence, Foreign Relations and

Intelligence Committee, National Assembly of Kenya
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DAY 1

WEDNESDAY 25TH OCT, 2023
SESSION TWO

TIME ACTIVITY

10:00 - 10:40 PLENARY SESSION - HIGH-LEVEL OPENING PANEL
International Relations and Diplomacy in an Era of Polycrisis and

Geo-strategic Competition in the COMESA Region

The session aims to collaboratively explore ways to foster stability,
enhance regional cooperation, and navigate the complexities to
promote mutual prosperity and security in this challenging

environment.

Moderator
Dr. Julian Rowa (Ph.D.), Head of Programs, IRSK

Panelists

* Mr. Leonard Wanyama, CEO, International Relations Society of
Kenya (IRSK)

* Ms. Elizabeth Mutunga, Head, Governance, Peace & Security,
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)

* Amb. Anthony Okara, Ambassador, African Leaders Malaria
Alliance (ALMA)

* Amb. Erastus Mwencha, Chairman, Africa Capacity Building
Foundation, (ACBF)

* Hon. Nelson Koech, Chairman, Defence, Foreign Relations and

Intelligence Committee, National Assembly of Kenya.

10:40 - 11:00 PHOTO SESSION

11:00-11:30 TEA/COFFEE/HEALTH BREAK
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DAY 1

WEDNESDAY 25TH OCT, 2023
SESSION THREE

11:30 -13:00 PLENARY SESSION - PEACE MEDIATION PANEL
Mediating Peace in Africa: A Study on the Role of Mediation Support
Units

The session aims to shed light on their impact, challenges faced, and
best practices of mediation efforts in Africa. In this way, it seeks to

contribute to sustainable peace and conflict resolution in Africa.

Moderator
Dr. Andrea Prah (Ph.D.), Senior Researcher, African Centre for the
Constructive Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD)

Panelists

* Dr. Brown Odigie (Ph.D.), Program Officer, Capacity Building and
Mediation, ECOWAS Commission

* Prof. Kasaija Apuuli (Ph.D.), Professor, Department of Political
Science and Public Administration, Makerere University

* Dr. Tunji Namaiko (Ph.D.), Programme Officer, African Union
Support Programme (AUSP), AU

* Dr. Oita Etyang (Ph.D.), Conflict Analyst, GPS COMESA

* Dr. Kizito Sabala (Ph.D.), Senior Lecturer, IDIS, University of
Nairobi

13:00 - 14:00 LUNCH BREAK
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15:30 —17:00

DAY 1

WEDNESDAY 25TH OCT, 2023

SESSION FOUR

ROOM 1 - PEACE AND
SECURITY PANEL

Securing Peace and Stability:
The Deployment of the EACRF in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

Moderator
Dr. Claire Amuhaya (Ph.D.)
Senior Lecturer, RUDN University

Panelists

* Dr. Kasaija Phillip Apuuli (Ph.D.), The
Deployment of The East African
Community Regional Force in The
Democratic Republic of Congo
(EACRF-DRC): Prospects and
Challenges

* Mr. Muhindo Vyalirendi Jacques, The
East Africa Community Regional Force in
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo: Successes, Challenges and
Prospects

* Dr. Kizito Sabala (Ph.D.), The East
Africa Community Regional Force in
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo: Successes, Challenges,
and Prospects

Discussant
* Dr. Oita Etyang (Ph.D.),
Conflict Analyst, GPS COMESA

ROOM 2 - INTERNATIONAL LAW
PANEL

Charting Legal Frontiers in COMESA and
Beyond: Perspectives on International Law and
Governance in Africa

Moderator
Mr. Wilson Rading
Legal Practitioner

Panelists

* Ms. Adlaide Musanga Muchesia,
Implementing Chapter 6 of the COMESA
Treaty for Enhanced Trade Cooperation: A
Case Study of Kenya

* Mr. Peterson Waweru,
Africa’s Geopolitical Transposition - Is It an
Indictment on the Western-Led International
Legal Order?

* Dr. Edison Ziso (Ph.D.)
Enhancing implementation of decisions by
increasing the cost of non-compliance:
Proposing a new agenda for the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights

Discussant
* Mr. Moronge Obonyo,
Lecturer and Trade Law Expert, Kenya

TIME PARALLEL SESSIONS

ROOM 3 - ENVIRONMENTAL
DIPLOMACY PANEL

Achieving Climate Policy Synergy, Alignment
and Cohesion through Diplomacy in the
COMESA Region

Moderator
Mr. Dennis Okore
Partnerships Manager, IRSK

Panelists

¢ Dr. Alice Karuri (Ph.D.), Climate Policy
Cohesion of COMESA Member States: A
Comparative Assessment of Kenya,
Somalia, Zimbabwe, and the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC)

* Mr. Japheth Kasimbu,
A Critical Analysis of the Nexus Between
Environmental Diplomacy and Climate
Action in the COMESA Region

* Ms. Susan Handa,
Climate Policy Cohesion, of COMESA
Member States: A Comparative
Assessment of Kenya, Somalia, Zimbabwe,
and the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRCQ)

* Mr. Charles Elly Atamba
Partnership For Sustainable Development: A
Case of Kenya a Member State of COMESA

Discussant

* Mr. Lweendo Kambela
Peace and Security Expert, Zambia Human
Rights Commission (ZHRC), Zambia
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DAY 1

1'5-30=17 00

WEDNESDAY 25TH OCT, 2023

SESSION FOUR

ROOM 1 - PEACE AND SECURITY PANEL

Advancing Peace and Security in the COMESA Region: Exploring
Challenges, Opportunities, and Collaborative Solutions

Moderator

Dr. Andrea Prah (Ph.D.)
Senior Researcher, ACCORD

Panelists

* Dr. Mumo Nzau (Ph.D.),
Maintaining Regional Stability in the Midst of Complex Regime
Transitions in Africa: Challenges and Opportunities for COMESA
Region Countries

* Mr. Evans Daka,
The Role of COMESA in Promoting Peace and Security in the
Extraction of Transitional Minerals in Zambia

* Ms. Nyasha Chaminuka,
Challenges and Opportunities for Regional Peace and Security in
the COMESA Region

* Dr. Ndakaitei Makwanise (Ph.D.)
The Russia-Ukraine War and food security: Lessons for Zimbabwe
and Africa

* Dr. Philip Buchere (Ph.D.)
Parliaments and Regional Security: The case of the Legislative
Bodies in the COMESA Region

* Dr. Edison Ziso (Ph.D.),
Displaced Representation in Political Parties: Examining Party
Cartelisation in Africa.

Discussant
* Prof. Kasaija Apuuli (Ph.D.) Professor, Department of Political
Science and Public Administration, Makerere University, Uganda

2023 IRSK

TIME PARALLEL SESSIONS

ROOM 2 - PUBLIC DIPLOMACY PANEL

Shaping Diplomacy through Media and Cultural Narratives: Analysis
of Selected African Newspapers and their Influence on Regional and
International Relations

Moderator
Mr. Mwangi Maina
Senior Diplomatic Editor, Standard Group

Panelists

* Dr. Esther Muthoni King'ori (Ph.D.),
Framing of diaspora diplomacy in Kenyan media: An analyis of
selected media conversations

* Dr. Maureen Syallow (Ph.D.)
Framing of diaspora diplomacy in Kenyan media: An analyis of
selected media conversations

* Dr. Mercy Mweni Kathina (Ph.D.)
Leveraging Cultural Diplomacy to Achieve Sustainable Foreign
Policy: A Case of Sino-Africa Relations

*  Mr. Eliud Kibii
The Role of Media in Diplomacy: Shaping Diplomacy through
Media Narratives

Discussant

* Prof. George Nyabuga (Ph.D.)
Associate Professor, Graduate School of Media and
Communications, Aga Khan University, Kenya
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DAY 2

THURSDAY 26TH OCT, 2023
SESSION 5

08:00 - 08:50 Arrival and Registration

PROGRAM DIRECTOR Dr. Julian Rowa (Ph.D.), Head of Programs, IRSK
Overview of Day 2

SESSION FIVE
09:00 - 10:30 PLENARY SESSION - WOMEN IN DIPLOMACY & INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Breaking Barriers: Inspiring, Empowering, and Supporting Women in Diplomacy and
International Affairs

This session seeks to highlight the inspiring role of women's leadership in diplomacy
and international affairs and its transformative impact on shaping international
relations. The session will place a special focus on the importance of inspiring,
empowering and supporting women to take on leadership roles in diplomacy and
international affairs contexts and explores strategies to foster gender equality within
the field. The session will feature discussions on the achievements and challenges
faced by women in diplomacy and international affairs, shedding light on the
opportunities they create for positive change and cooperation on the global stage.

Moderator
Ms. Winnie Rugutt, Lecturer, DDIS, University of Nairobi

Keynote Presenter

* Amb. Rose Makena, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Kenya to
United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON) and UNEP.

Speakers

* Ms. Roselyn Musera, Vice Chair — International Relations Society of Kenya (IRSK)

* Dr. Fatma Abdullatif Abdallah (Ph.D.), Assistant Director, Foreign Services and
Diaspora Affairs

* Eng. Mwende Njiraini, Africa Initiatives Coordinator, DiploFoundation

* H.E. Ms. Caroline Vicini, Ambassador of Sweden to Kenya

* H.E. Ms. Katarina Zuffa, Slovak Ambassador to Kenya

* Ms. Betty Sungura, CEO, National Gender and Equality Commission, Kenya

10:30-11:00 PANEL SESSION ON Women in Diplomacy Program

Panelists

* H.E. Ms. Caroline Vicini, Ambassador of Sweden to Kenya

* H.E. Ms. Katarina Zuffa, Slovak Ambassador to Kenya

* Ms. Betty Sungura, CEO, National Gender and Equality Commission, Kenya.

* Amb. Rose Makena, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Kenya to
United Nations Office at Nairobi(UNON) and UNEP

11:00 - 11:30 PHOTO SESSION/TEA/COFFEE / HEALTH BREAK
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DAY 2

THURSDAY 26TH OCT, 2023
SESSION 6

11:30 - 01:00 PLENARY SESSION

ROOM 1 - THINK TANK DIPLOMACY
The Evolving Role of Think Tanks in Diplomacy and International Relations

This session delves into the evolving and influential role of think tanks in the realm
of international diplomacy and global policymaking. The session aims to explore
how think tanks, as non-governmental and independent research institutions, bridge
the gap between academia, policy circles, and diplomatic arenas.

Moderator
Prof. Kasaijja Apuuli (Ph.D.), Professor, Makerere University

Panelists
* Prof. Peter Kagwanja (Ph.D.), President & Chief Executive, Africa Policy Institute
(API)

¢« Dr. Rosa 5. Ko (Ph.D.), Co-Founder and President, Sochin Research Institute
* Prof. Macharia Munene (Ph.D.), Professor of History and International Rela-

tions, USIU-Africa
Discussant

* Dr. Andrea Prah (Ph.D.), Senior Researcher, ACCORD

13:00 - 14:00 LUNCH BREAK
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DAY 2

THURSDAY 26TH OCT, 2023

SESSION 7

ROOM 1 - PEACE AND SECURITY PANEL

Building Peaceful and Secure Futures: A Multifaceted Exploration of
Perspectives on Peace and Security in Africa

Moderator
Dr. Claire Amuhaya (Ph.D.)
Senior Lecturer, RUDN University

Panelists

* Dr. Oita Etyang (Ph.D.)
Terminating Mozambique’s Terrorism Maneuvers: Perspectives
from The SADC Peacekeeping Model

* Mr. Lweendo Kambela
Terminating Mozambique’s Terrorism Maneuvers: Perspectives
from The SADC Peacekeeping Model

* Maj. Stephen Muleya
Terminating Mozambique’'s Terrorism Maneuvers: Perspectives
from The SADC Peacekeeping Model

* Dr. Ndakaitei Makwanise (Ph.D.), More Sufferings than
Offerings: The Controversial Use of Social Media in
Peacebuilding

* Ms. Irene Ogaja
Kenya’s Engagement in Peace Support Operations: Patterns
Prospects and Challenges

Discussant
¢ Dr. Kizito Sabala (Ph.D.), Senior Lecturer, University of Nairobi,
Kenya

2023 IRSK

TIME PARALLEL SESSIONS

ROOM 2 -
INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY PANEL

Enhancing Economic Resilience in the COMESA Region: Intersections of
Nation Branding, Foreign Aid, and Regional Integration.

Moderator
Mr. Edward Kakumu
KIC Sweden, Program Manager

Panelists

* Dr. Peter Mwencha (Ph.D.)
Nation Branding as a Competitive Identity Tool: A Case of Select
Countries in the COMESA Region

* Ms. Thrity Engineer
Nation Branding as a Competitive ldentity Tool: A Case of Select
Countries in the COMESA Region

* Ms. Winnie Cheptoo Rugutt
The Role of Foreign Aid in Influencing Manufacturing in Africa: Lessons
from Kenya and Mauritius

* Ms. Nyasha Chaminuka
Bolstering regional integration and economic cooperation in the
COMESA region

Discussant
* Dr. Maureen Syallow (Ph.D.), Lecturer, Strathmore University, Kenya
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DAY 2

THURSDAY 26TH OCT, 2023
SESSION 7

TRANSITION TO NEW PANELS

15:30 - 17:00 ROOM 1 - PEACE AND SECURITY PANEL

Intersecting Dimensions of Security Challenges in East Africa: Balancing National

Interest, Digital Media Radicalization, and Terrorism in Kenya and the Horn of Africa

Moderator
* Mr. Richard Atwaru,
Data Conflict Analyst, COMESA

Panelisis

+ Dr. Kizito Sabala (Ph.D.)
Resolving the Sudan Conflict: A Case of Too Many Cooks Spoiling the Broth?

* Hon Rachel Ameso
The Relationship between Climate Change and Security in COMESA Region: The
Case of Kenya

* Mr. Nasongo Muliro
Rethinking Kenya’s Foreign Policy Strategy in the Evolving Peace and Security
Architecture in Eastern Africa

* Mr. Mutinda Mutisya
The Nexus between Climate Change and Security in the Horn of Africa

¢« Ms. Berita Mutinda Musau
The Enemy of my Enemy is my Friend: Ethiopia-Eritrea Relations and the 2020
Tigray Crisis in Ethiopia

Discussant
¢+ Mr. Tapera Chinemhute
Conflict Analyst, COMESA
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DAY 3

FRIDAY 26TH OCT, 2023
SESSION 8

08:30- 09:00 Arrival of Guests and Registration

Dr. Julian Rowa, Head of Programs, International Relations Society of Kenya (IRSK)

HIGH-LEVEL CLOSING SESSION ON TRADING FOR PEACE

09:00 - 10:30 Opening Session

Moderator:
Dr. Julian Rowa (Ph.D.), Head of Programs, International Relations Society of
Kenya (IRSK)

Speakers

* Ms. Patricia Musau (Ph.D.), Director, Africa Legal Partners (ALP) East Africa

¢ Dr. Claire Amuhaya (Ph.D.), Senior Lecturer, RUDN University

+ Dr. Kizito Sabala (Ph.D.), Senior Lecturer, University of Nairobi

* Ms. Elizabeth Mutunga, Head, Governance, Peace & Security, Common Market
for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA).

10:30 - 11:00 PHOTO SESSION/ TEA/COFFEE/HEALTH BREAK

11:00 - 11:45 Adoption of Recommendations
Presentation and Adoption of the Outcome Statements

11:45 -12:30 Closing Session/Ceremony

Vote of Thanks

12:30 - 13:00

END OF THE CONFERENCE
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